
 
 
 
 

Issue 2 (2014-09-21) 
Hand soaps and dishwashing detergents 

 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 
Products that contain phosphate and other harmful ingredients to the environment help 
to degrade the quality of our lake water as well as the soil around our properties.  These 
chemicals will find their way through our septic systems, through the soil and eventually 
in our water supply as well as in our lake.  These chemicals are also released into the air 
and affect indoor air quality, and may be responsible for certain illnesses.  The negative 
impact on the surrounding wildlife and domestic animals is also felt. 
 
HELPFUL HINTS: 
 
There is an easy solution to hand soaps and dishwashing detergents that have a 
negative impact on the environment.  Green cleaning products and materials are less 
toxic to the environment and use resources more efficiently than conventional products. 
The environmental and human health benefits of sustainable products vary by product 
type.  For hand soaps and dishwashing detergents, green cleaning products both 
improve indoor environmental quality and have lower environmental impacts on air, 
water, and ecosystems. Green Seal–certified and EcoLogo certified cleaning products 
are thoroughly tested for toxicity to aquatic life, biodegradability, contribution to 
eutrophication and air quality degradation, and other factors related to human and 
environmental health. 
Therefore, look for andEcoLogo (Environmental Choice),  Green Seal 
logos on these cleaning products.  These products can often be found in supermarkets, 
health food stores, and online. 
 
For more information, please see these websites as they will provide you with the logos 
that can be recognized on the products, as well as more information about the 
certification: 
 
http://canada.ul.com/  
 
http://industries.ul.com/environment/certificationvalidation-marks/ecologo-product-
certification/ 
 
http://www.greenseal.org/ 
 
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/oca-bc.nsf/eng/ca02523.html 
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For all feedback and suggestions you have regarding topics that future issues of 
EnviroInfo might take a look at, simply email any suggestions to: 
ARLBLBCA@gmail.com  
 
Also, this issue as well as previous issues are on the LBCA website at www.lbca.ca  
 
- Your LBCA Environmental Committee 
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